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ON MONPUYAK MONASTERY 
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On Monpuyak Monastery 15 December 2001 


At the time of this writing, Monpuyak Monastery remains largely unknown. It has occupied me these 
past two years because, among other reasons, the monastery has beautiful murals in need of restoration. Also, 
there is my interest in stone inscriptions. Finally, the monastery's founder was my wife's maternal great- 
grandfather. I would like to begin there. 

Monpuyak Monastery was founded by "Jong Nanta Kaeng." He was from the Shan States in present 
day Myanmar (Bunna). When I began to study the stone inscription that tells of his project, no one recalled 
him; not the abbot; not the monks; not the people who live in the village nearby. Nor, seemingly, do art 
experts and historians know of him. The monastery is credited to other names found in official writings and 
copied as fact into other writings.' 

These other names were recorded in a script people can easily read. This is not so with the script 
telling about Jong Nanta Kaeng/ Few can read it now, and those who can find it difficult. Nanta's name and 
the history of his project are inscribed in four different tongues, and the diction is archaic throughout. 


1. Surachai Jongjitgnam, A Study of Artforms: The Murals at Monpuyak Monastery states: 

"The history of Monpuyak Monastery found in "A History of the Kingdom's Monasteries," printed in 1982 by arrangement of the 
Department of Buddhism, is as follows: 'Monsanthan Monastery (Monpuyak Monastery) was established on Saturday, 5 September 1899 C.E. by 
Nanta-Noi, Nanta-Kai, together with three others (who) received governmental permission...’" (p. 33). 

"We may suppose that the building of Monpuyak Monastery first entailed the erecting of a sala for ordinations. The location was 
considered sacred, and construction of the monastery began around 1792-1795 C.E. when four people, Jang Nanti, Jang Wiccha, Jang Ban-Jum, 
and Jang Inta ("Jang" is the word used to designate founders of monasteries during that period) who were wealthy teak merchants decided, together 
with the people living in Pa-kham Village, to ask permission of the spirit guarding the hill to build a monastery ..." (p. 34). 

2. On Side 2 of the stone inscription, in the final two lines Shan changes to Tai-Yuan. 
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Translation from Tai-Yuan to English 


39 1, the builder, Jong Nanta Kaeng, do this (i.e., the monastery) as an offering 

40 to support religion five thousand lenten seasons (and) for release from the cycle of transitory rebirths. 


The translation of the stone inscription was completed last year in Colorado when, by sheer chance, 

I found a computer-keyboard combination for two rare letters in the stone's Shan text. Now the entire 
inscription, all eighty lines of it, can be printed in the original Bunnese, Shan, Tai-Yuan, and Thai. 3 And, the 
inscription raises an interesting question or two 

When was the monastery founded, in 1901 or 1904 C.E.? Both dates are given for the date of 
completion. This arises possibly from scribal error, but perhaps also from the use of different calendrical 
systems. Likely the fonner date is correct, because the Shan text gives the date as being Chulasakaraja year 
1263 ( tjetifflllT 1263; i.e., 1901 C.E.) Presumably, Jong Nanta Kaeng would have been able to read the date 
in Tai-Yai (Shan), his own language. (The later date of 1904 is from the Bunnese text on Side 2, at line 12, 
which gives the date for completion of the monastery as "Han Calendar" year 1266.) 

The Bunnese text also gives Chulasakaraja 1233 ( 1233; i.e., 1871 C.E.) as the year in 
which Nanta departed his home, Nan-Por-Chi village in the Shan States, in favor of Lan Na. Interestingly, 
the 1901 date for completion of the monastery would also be the 30 th anniversary of Nanta' s departure. 

There may be yet another consideration that mitigates against 1904 C.E. as the date of completion: a 
general uprising of the Shan in 1902 C.E. Most likely, the monastery was completed before this event. It is 

4 

doubtful construction would have continued during the period of rebellion or in the aftennath of pacification. 
Finally, the murals inside the brick vihama (fonnerly the ordination hall) apparently depict English soldiers 
wearing uniforms and carrying weapons of the late 19 lh century. 


3. This is possible thanks to the efforts of several people. Saksith Camluang photographed the stone inscription, from which photographs Mr. 
James Disney made a digital enhancement. My former student, Kyaw Swa Lin, made the initial transliteration from Burmese and provided a rough 
translation into English. Pra Thammanant Mahathera, the abbot of Tha-Ma-Oh Monastery in Lampang, provided an alternative Burmese text. 

Pra Inta Intaveeroh, the abbot of Pa-Pao Monastery in Chiang Mai, provided transliterations and translations into Thai of both Shan and Tai-Yuan. 
Janjira Chaiwong, unquestionably this writer's better 75%, in addition to researching archives, acted as interpreter between the parties to this 
project. Finally, Professor Thawi Swangpanyangkoon, a lecturer at Chulalongkorn University, provided necessary Tai true-type fonts. 

4. According to David K. Wyatt: "Several hundred Shans attacked government offices and forced Siamese officials to abandon Phrae; then they 
moved against Lampang. The rebels spared the local ruling elite and population, but killed Siamese. When the rising was suppressed, after about 
six weeks, an investigation into its causes revealed that the rebels had some support both from the local ruling elite, who resented the Siamese 
seizure of their traditional prerogatives, and from the local population, who resented official abuses (like the collection of taxes in lieu of labor 
service while labor service was still required)." (See Thailand: A Short History, p. 214) 



■oifTHwaaua^ mirm mltyiua^ miuri "w. a. 2445 inarm gun) imilyirinnnTOu^uniunlimimm^mimiOT'iTinn 
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The inscription's Shan text, Side 2, lines 23-38, now follows in an English paraphrase: 


Shan Text 

23 (symbol indicating a change from the Burmese language to the Shan language) 

24 In the Chulasakaraja year 1263, 5 1, Jong Ta-gaa Nanta Kaeng, 

25 built (this monastery) with the firm belief and strong intention (desire) 

26 to destroy the five unwholesome thoughts (passions) and to attain Nibbana; 

27 (so, I) took my worldly treasure and built this vihama, 

28 gilded with resplendent gold (and) installed a statue of the Buddha. 

29 Behind the vihama, there is a stupa (chedi) named "Chulamaneesanthan," 

30 (like) a tower; and shrines (all) made of brick. (I) built a stairway up to a high platform; 

31 installed (statues of) Devas; built two rooms for guests; (and also) 

32 a wooden cabinet for storing the Pra Traypitok. 6 7 (I dug) water wells and (built) a pavilion. 

33 As stated, all of this was done as an offering (in which I was... 

34 ...joined together) with my wife and daughter(s) and son(s); everyone. 

35 (I/We) set our sights upon the hope of seeing the Buddha 

36 (and) attaining Nibbana. I beg to devote (this work) to extend mercy equally (to all); 

37 to my parents, to my teachers, to the devas, and to all creatures in the three worlds. 

38 And I beg Suntaree to descend and remember to credit the merit to each Rhupa and Nama. 


Tai-Yuan Text 

39 I, the builder (of this monastery), Jong Nanta Kaeng, do this as an offering (to) 

40 support religion five thousand years 8 (and) for release from the cycle of transitory rebirths. 


5. 1901 CE 

6. Alternatively, Tripitaka 

7. Literally, "fall like rain drops" or "come down from heaven" 

8. Literally, "five thousand lenten seasons." The significance lies in the belief that Buddhism will last five thousand years, until humanity is saved 
by arrival of the next bodhisattva, Ariya Metteya 



To reconstruct the early environment of Monpuyak Monastery, writer Surachai Jongjitgnam relies 
upon the "History of Monpuyak Monastery," printed privately by Khun Paw Khamman Maneenan in 1993, 
which states: 

"... .Monpuyak Monastery is located in the southeastern section of N akom Lampang, in Pa-kham 
Village. In the past, a forest surrounded the monastery. In the rainy season, there were annual crops in 
abundance. As for the hot season, it was just that, and only the largest trees would survive. For the most part, 
these were tamarind trees, which did well in extreme heat and were plentiful. Accordingly, the villagers 
began to call the village Pa-kham ("Tamarind Forest"). Also during that period, merchants moved to the 
forest and built shelters for keeping elephants that were allowed to forage freely. One variety of tamarind 
served as food, while another variety served to treat the elephants' ailments. ..." 

In searching background and arguing for preservation of Monpuyak Monastery, Surachai Jongjitgnam 
anticipates the raison d'etre of this present writing and, for this writer, touches the heart of the matter: 

"The murals at Monpuyak Monastery are considered to be important examples of Bunnese art in Lan 
Na. This art appears around the beginning of the 25* h century B.E., when Bunnese who came to work in the 
northern teak forests had become wealthy. The foresters used their wealth to make merit by building and 
renovating monasteries throughout Lan Na.. Because these founders of monasteries were Burmese, they 
employed Bunnese artisans who followed Bunnese models influenced by Western art. This influence came to 
Burma as a consequence of being under British rule. The influence spread to Lan Na as new monasteries 
were built in the Bunnese style. Examples of the Western-influenced Burmese style include Wat Sai-Mun 
and Wat Pa-Pao in Chiangmai; Wat Sri-Chum and Wat Mon-Jam-Sin in Lampang. Also included is the 
artwork inside Wat Monpuyak. ... 

"All together, the Buddha images that appear in the artwork and the statue of the Buddha inside the 
vihama belong to the artistic lineage of Buddha images from Mandalay. This style was popular at the 
beginning of the 25 th century B.E., during the reign of King Minton. Therefore, the artwork and the buildings 
should not be dated before the 25 th century B.E. 

"As a result of studying the murals at Wat Monpuyak, it may be stated that they show and help us to 
understand the art, history, and social conditions of Burmese people in Lan Na. ... Although Burmese 



monasteries are found in many places, the only clear example of Burmese artwork remaining in Lan Na is at 
Monpuyak Monastery. At this time, such murals may be seen nowhere else. For this reason, the paintings are 
singularly important. . . . 

"The murals at Wat Monpuyak are now in poor condition. They are deteriorated, and in some places 
the paint has dissolved. This is apparent throughout. Also, in places the paint is fading, peeling, and 
separating from the wall. Meanwhile, the building itself is unstable. . ..even though there may have been 
earlier attempts at restoration. ... 

"If we let the artwork at Monpuyak continue to deteriorate - such art as is important to history and 
valuable for society - it would be a pity. Thus, there is a real necessity to restore and preserve it. The public 
should be given information about this monastery, so that people may understand the value of the artwork 
there and help to preserve this national treasure. This is so, even if there are Burmese monasteries in other 

9 

provinces throughout Lan Na, because Wat Monpuyak is uniquely special." 

A stone inscription and exceptional murals. These, then, explain my interest. In the pages to follow, 
through photographs and words, we will undertake to demonstrate the significance of the artwork - the 
treasure and heritage - that is still on the walls of Monpuyak Monastery. 


James Gardner 
Nakhon Lampang-Khelang 


9. trati flwi-nii, "mrnmnjiliiiJijSsiilnmi: iurfmjjrhwrL Tmaudelhir rmi 102-104. 
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6 U140£)nil David K. Wyatt: "Several hundred Shans attacked government offices and forced Siamese officials to abandon Phrae; then 
they moved against Lampang. The rebels spared the local ruling elite and population, but killed Siamese. When the rising was suppressed, after 

about six weeks, an investigation into its causes revealed that the rebels had some support both from the local ruling elite, who resented the 
Siamese seizure of their traditional prerogatives, and from the local population, who resented official abuses (like the collection of taxes in lieu of 
labor service while labor service was still required)." (I'UUhNflfO Thailand: A Short History VTU1 214) 
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ABOUT THE MURALS 


ilfmeumsjd'iwio 



About the Murals 


Monpuyak Monastery is in Lampang. The City of Lampang, and what is today Lampang Province, was 
fonnerly part of an independent kingdom in the north of present-day Thailand. This kingdom, called Lan Na 
(1296-1558) or 'one million rice fields', lost its independence to Burma. Later, in 1774, Lan Na became a 
vassal-state of Krungthep (Bangkok) during the early years of the Chakri Dynasty of the Kingdom of Siam. 
This arrangement lasted until 1899, when, during the Fifth Reign of the Chakri, there was a reorganization or 
refonnation of the Siamese kingdom's administrative system. In that year, Siam annexed Lan Na as the 
precinct called 'Payap'. Then, in 1932, a revolution came to Siam. This revolution was the beginning of 
Thailand, the modem nation-state. But however modern Thailand becomes, it has not lost a sense of its roots. 
The present parliamentary fonn of government, for example, resides side by side with the illustrious and 
charismatic King Bhumipol Adulayadej, whose reign is the ninth of the Chakri Dynasty. Similarly, across the 
centuries, the old kingdom of Lan Na has retained a sense of itself. Today, the northern Tai culture exists 
within the context of a wider, unified Thai tradition with its center in Krungthep. 

One proof of the uniqueness of northern culture is found in the many mural paintings throughout Lan 
Na. Important examples include the murals at Wat Tha Kham and Wat Sao Hin in Chiang Mai, Wat Phumin 
in Nan, and those murals once found at Wat Wiang-Tah-Mon in Phrae (now removed to Chiangrai). These 
northern mural paintings differ from those in other regions of Thailand, both in subject and technique. To be 
counted among these unique paintings are the murals at Monpuyak Monastery. 

DIVERSE INFLUENCES 


The painting style of the murals at Monpuyak is syncretic. There are historical reasons for this. The 
restoration of Lan Na occurred during the mle of Phra-Jao Gavila (1782-1813). Gavila was from Lampang, 
and he built city walls and fortresses, restored sacred sites, and supported Buddhism. But perhaps Lord 
Gavila's most important policy was to gather people from other city-states to fonn a new public. This policy, 
continuous throughout Gavila's mle, was carried out not only through inducements, but also by forced 
relocation throughout the realm. As a result, the population of Lan Na became quite diversified. Besides the 
local Tai Yuan, there were Tai Yai (or Shan), Tai Lue, Tai Kem, Burmese, Chinese, and many smaller ethnic 



groups. There was political and economic intercourse with the Central Thai, Bunnese, and Westerners. As 
these cultures mingled, characteristics developed that made northern painting distinctive in its diversity. 
Consequently, it is difficult if not impossible to define a single artistic lineage for Lan Na painting (see mtU 
tnb minmi v®7mnjphNumiuyn, 61-62). 

At Monpuyak Monastery, especially the intersection of Burmese tradition and Western technique had 
a direct effect upon the murals. Scholars classify these murals among work from the first half of the 25 th 
century of the Buddhist Era (1857-1907 CE). During this period, traditional work was produced out of many 
different artistic traditions, including that of the Tai Yai. The artists of Monpuyak are considered to be part of 
the artistic heritage deriving from the Mandalay School. 

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 


The subjects depicted in northern Tai painting tend to be idealizations of Lan Na people, even if Jataka tales 
or Buddhist history is the context. This is the same tendency that appears in the painting of the European 
Renaissance, whether it is the pious patron praying to one side of a manger in Bethlehem, or demure damsels 
plucking fruit from perfect trees, or content peasants turning the soil outside a castle's wall. These things may 
happen while angels hover overhead or demons crouch behind shrubs. Just as the sacred and profane worlds 
overlap in Renaissance art, so too with depictions in Lan Na art. 

Most subjects in Lan Na painting derive from Jataka tales, and often these are outside the canon. 
Subjects also may be local legends or history, or simply vignettes of the daily lives of common people. For 
this reason, northern Tai art is more readily compared to that of the Renaissance in northern Europe than to 
work of the Italian Renaissance, which emphasizes gods and goddesses to the same extent as the art of 
Thailand's central region. 

JATAKA TALES 


In his book “Wall Paintings of Lan Na ” Panupong Laohasom writes that the subjects of the murals at 
Monpuyak Monastery are derived from Jataka tales. These tales are found in the Phra Tripitaka 
(hlis1?l7llgn) or sacred scriptures of Buddhism. During the Fifth Reign of the Chakri Dynasty, King 



Chulalongkom of Thailand stated that it is believed these tales date from the earliest days of Buddhism; but 
that, in the beginning, the Jataka tales, together with sayings of the Buddha, were committed to memory rather 
than to writing. Traditionally, the written Tripitaka was assembled anonymously before it was revised at the 
Third Grand Council, convened during the reign of Emperor Asoka, perhaps 235 years after the Buddha 
attained Nirvana. 

The word “Jataka” (‘fi'lflfl) refers to a personage who has had different incarnations during the cycle 
of rebirths. For example, at one time a personage may have been a dev a or celestial being, then a human 
being, or perhaps even various animals, depending upon the outworking of kama or kanna (flllJJ). 

As a literary collection, the Jataka tales are generally called “The Lord’s Five Hundred Lives” (BIS 
BJTH'lSOd'lflfl). This title is somewhat misleading, because the number of tales found in Pali texts from Sri 
Lanka comes to 547 stories. Meanwhile, the number of tales from India now found in Myanmar (fonnerly 
Burma) is set at 550 stories. Beyond this, The Thai Ministry of Education states that Jataka tales are not 
limited to the Tripitaka, but are also found in Persia, Arabia, and Greece. As example, the Ministry points to 
striking similarities between several Jataka tales and some of Aesop’s ancient fables, with differences in detail 
only. 

At Monpuyak Monastery, a series of ten Jataka tales appears in the wall paintings. These stories tell 
of the last ten incarnations of the Buddha as a Bodhisattava, and they are known collectively as “Tho-sa- 
chart” (Tiffin f*l infill). After the Fourth Reign of the Chakri Dynasty, artists began to limit the scope of wall 
paintings based on Jataka tales to these ten subjects. The Thai Ministry of Education explains that full-blown 
depiction of all 550 tales had become too demanding of space, materials, and labor. This condition soon 
became a convention that was followed by the artists at Monpuyak Monastery. The ten tales, as set forth by 
Panupong Laohasom, are as follows: 


l. muo 

or Temii 

2. uwun 

or Mahachanok 

3. eniitutmi 

q 

or Suwansaam 

4. mSnif 

orNemiraja 

5. win tJO 

or Mahosot 

6. mvfa 

qj 

or Purithat 


7. Dhmnu'ii 
<1 


or Chanthakumarn 



8. mumnin 


or Prahmnarot 


9. rmimiwi or Withura-Bantit 

<u 

10. ndfmifll orVessandorn 

The Ministry of Education states that these ten tales are the most important of the Jataka, and Buddhists 
consider them sacred for reason that their profound depth illustrates the highest Dhanna while teaching 
virtuous behavior proper to a good person. 

The Jataka tales that tell of the Buddha’s last ten incarnations especially teach those virtues, and each 
is entitled with the name of a central character. A brief sketch of each tale now follows: 


a $ a* 

1) The tale called “Temii” (Teh-mee MlJfJ) teaches the virtue of temperance or abstinence from sexual desire 

(mnmmiijj). 

Phra Temii was the son of King Phranasri and Queen Chantatewi. When still young, he saw his 
father sitting in judgment upon people accused of various wrongs, and he thought that this was a sin or 
shortcoming that would lead one to suffer torment in hell. His was fearful that, some day as king, he would 
have to perform this sinful duty. He therefore deported himself as one with no physical sensations at all. He 
became deaf, dumb, and blind. Temii's father, the king, tried various means to test him, all to no avail. 

Temii's restraint was complete. He refrained from protecting himself from exposure or from revealing his 
feelings in any way, even though his father burned him with fire, had a snake strangle him, and had elephants 
do fearful things to him. Through his mother's pleading, and even when many beautiful girls came to serve 
him and to attract him physically, Temii remained steadfast and indifferent. When he attained sixteen years of 
age, an astrologer predicted that Temii had an evil fortune and that to provide him with anything would be a 
danger to the land. His father, therefore, had Temii taken out for burial in a cemetery outside the city. By this 
means, Temii escaped from doing bad. When he was buried, he rose up and began to preach to Sarathi, the 
one who was responsible for taking Temii away and killing him. Sarathi pleaded with Temii to return to the 
palace, but Temii said, "I have earnestly tried to escape the throne for ten years, so that I might ordain." Then 
and there, Temii vowed to become a monk in the forest outside the city. When his parents learned of this, 
they returned to their thrones. Still, Temii insisted upon ordination. He taught the Dhanna to his father and 
mother, and then he ordained. This act influenced rulers of other cities, who also forsook their thrones and 
ordained, following Temii's example. 



2) The tale called “Mahachanok” (Ma-ha-cha-nohk iJliTUfl) teaches the virtue of diligence or right effort 

CBdSimfj). 

Prince Mahachanok was the son of King Aridata-Chanok of the city of Mitela. When he was still in 
his mother's womb, his father waged war against King Anucha and lost his life. The Queen fled to the city of 
Kalajampaka, where she gave birth to the Prince. When he had grown up a little, he learned about his father 
and then set himself to study every branch of knowledge. In time he was sixteen years of age, and he asked 
for, and received, a sum of money from his mother. He invested in a shipping business, which he hoped 
would raise enough money to enable him to reclaim his father's city. But on a journey, his sampan sank into 
the sea, and everyone on board became food for fish. Everyone, that is, except Prince Mahachanok, who 
swam for seven days in the great ocean. Even though he could not see a shore at all, he swam and swam and 
persevered until, on that seventh day, he made a vow to ordain as a priest. At that moment, Nang Mani, the 
daughter of the ocean god, saw the Prince's effort, and she helped him by leading him to the royal park of the 
city of Mitela, the very place he had detennined to go. At that time, the ruler of Mitela had passed away and 
Princess Siwali, as her father had instructed her to do, was looking to marry someone who would ascend the 
throne and govern. Therefore, her Brahmin advisors arranged for a royal chariot to go out and find a virtuous 
person to rule the city. So, when it passed Prince Mahachanok, the royal chariot stopped. This is how he 
came to rule the city. He became successful by relying on the same diligence that kept him swimming in the 
great ocean. He invited his mother and the Brahmins back to the city of Mitela. But one day he saw the 
culpability that accompanied governance, so he renounced the throne and observed the Dhanna instead. He 
stayed in the palace for six months without leaving, and when he finally came out, he ordained as a priest. 
Although Princess Siwali pleaded with him, he lived the rest of his days as a monk in the forest. 

3) The tale called “Suwansaam” (Su-wahn-sahm dlllht fTlJJ) teaches the virtue of kindness or mercy OlMv-n 

imS). 

Suwansaam was the son of an ascetic father and mother who practiced moral living in the forest of 
Himaphanta. His playmates were all the animals of the forest, including kinaree, which as everyone knows 
are half-bird and half-girl. When Suwansaam was sixteen years of age, both his parents were blinded when a 
poisonous snake bit them in the eyes. Therefore, Suwansaam took care of his parents, and they all three lived 
peacefully together in the forest. One day King Kabilayak, who was the giant that governed the city of 



Pharanasri, proceeded into the forest to hunt. There, alongside the river, the king saw Suwansaam in the midst 
of a flock of kinaree and, with a poisonous arrow, shot him. But after he was shot, Suwansaam still retained 
his mental acuity. So he said to the Giant King: "I have a responsibility to care for parents who are blind." 
Hearing this, Kabiliyak understood Suwansaam's sense of obligation, and the king determined to care for the 
parents in his stead. When Suwansaam was informed of this arrangement in respect of his parents, he lost 
consciousness. And, Kabiliyak felt in his heart that Suwansaam was dead. In fact, the king was heartsick, so 
he proceeded to go tell the father and mother and lead them to Suwansaam. By means of taking a vow, the 
parents caused Suwansaam to be revived. Not only that, their blindness passed and their eyes were as good as 
ever. This greatly surprised King Kabiliyak, so Suwansaam told him: "I have returned because of the merit 
accrued in caring for my parents." He then displayed Dhanna in paying obeisance to the King. When the 
king attended the Dharma, he understood the truth of it and came to believe. Thus, the king stopped hunting 
animals and began to govern in accordance with the Dhanna. As for Suwansaam, he observed religious 
abstention and provided for the needs of his parents for the rest of their lives. 

4) The tale called “Nemiraja” (Neh-mee-raht fUdlTV) teaches the virtue of redeeming religious vows 

King Nemiraja was the ruler of the city of Mitela, the one who ruled following King Makhatewa, and 
he renounced the throne in favor of ordination as a priest in the mango forest, when all the hairs of his head 
were gray. But when he was young, he had a heart for giving alms, for morality, and for always following the 
Dhanna. When he began to rule in place of his father, who had ordained, throughout the realm he taught his 
subjects to be moral, to make merit, and to give alms. This goodness garnered praise from heaven above and 
hell below, and from all the people. But one day the king began to have doubts about which was the greater, 
morality or almsgiving. So Indra paid him a visit and said: "More merit attaches to practicing morality than to 
almsgiving. Nevertheless, both things ought to be done." Indra charged Nemiraja to be steadfast in respect of 
both, so the king taught his subjects to preserve morality strictly. Consequently, when his subjects died, they 
were reborn as celestial beings. They realized this was owing to King Nemiraja, and they appreciated his 
virtue. Then Lord Indra sent his son, Matulithep, in a royal chariot to collect Nemiraja and bring him up to 
heaven. But Nemiraja insisted upon first descending to see all sixteen pits of hell. After that, King Nemiraja 
ascended to heaven and saw all seven levels. The celestial beings invited him to stay and enjoy heaven, to 



remain there, but the King desired to teach people about moral goodness so that they might be spared the 
flames of hell. After the King taught Dharma to all the celestial beings, he descended to the human world, to 
preserve and to teach his subjects always to be good. Later, when Nemiraja's hair had turned gray, he 
renounced the throne in favor of his son, and he went off to ordain in the mango forest, where he dwelled until 
he passed away. 

5) The tale called “Mahosot” (Ma-hoh-soht blvidfl) teaches the virtue of wisdom or right mindfulness 

(iftyanimjj). 

Mahosot was the son of a wealthy man in a village of the city of Mitela. When he was still young, he 
displayed great wisdom. King Withiraja of Mitela tested the wisdom of Mahosot in many places at many 
times, and it soon appeared that Mahosot had wisdom far surpassing the four philosophers of the royal court. 
Therefore the King enlisted Mahosot as his counselor. When Mahosot was at court, the four philosophers 
tried his wisdom and plotted against him. But, thanks to his wisdom, Mahosot was able to extricate himself 
from their machinations. The King therefore had confidence in Mahosot and his wisdom, and it was his 
pleasure that Mahosot should teach the Dhanna to his retinue. At that time, King Chulani, ruler of the city of 
Kampala, was taken in by the advice of the Brahmin Kewat, and waged war to expand his domain by forcing 
over one hundred cities to pay tribute. But he was unable to capture Mitela, because of the wisdom of 
Mahosot. Therefore the Brahmin Kewat's strategy was to send the daughter of King Chulani as an emissary 
to pay obeisance and negotiate with the King of Mitela. However, Mahosot had a strategy to build a tunnel in 
the new palace, in which to trap/hold the wife and daughter of King Chulani. In this way, King Chulani fell 
victim to superior strategy and was forced to accept defeat. Further, he promised never again to think 
mischief toward others. 

^ Q/ Cl 

6) The tale called “Purithat” (Poo-rih-tot hTtltl ) teaches the virtue of moral behavior or right action (fid 

imS). 

Purithat was the son of Lord Thotsarot of the Land of the Naga. He had an audience with King 
Virupaksa the Great, whom he helped to solve various problems by virtue of his sagaciousness. One day, 
when Purithat sought Lord Indra, he saw that heaven was such a refreshingly happy place that he hoped to be 
reborn there. Therefore, he decided to maintain the highest moral precepts. When he returned to the Land of 



the Naga, he dwelled in the royal park, where he practiced moral living. However, a Snake-Woman encircled 
him, and so he departed the Land of the Naga to reside in the land of human beings. There he kept the moral 
precepts from atop an anthill alongside the Jumna River. In time, Purithat was captured by Brahmins and 
tortured in many different ways, but he was not angry. Even though he possessed supernatural powers, he did 
nothing injurious to the Brahmins owing to his fear of offending morality. He therefore withstood the 
Brahmins exhibiting him for money in village after village. It came to pass that Purithat's mother and siblings 
divided themselves and went searching for him. An older brother, Naga Suthatsana, went disguised as a 
mendicant, while a younger sister, Princess Achamuni, went disguised as a frog. These two met Purithat as he 
was being exhibited before the palace of the city of Paranasri and successfully saved his life. When Purithat 
returned to the Land of the Naga, for the rest of his days he preserved morality. 

7) The tale called “Chanthakumam” (Jan-tah-gu-man ITU fin fill) teaches the virtue of patience or forbearance 

(tfummS). 

Chanthakumam was the son of King Akaraja of the city of Bupaphawadi. The king had an advisor, a 
Brahmin named Prahmkamthala, who was responsible for deciding legal cases. However, this advisor 
accepted bribes, so his decisions were quite unfair. One day, the complaints against this advisor came to a 
boil, and Chanthakumam was called to rehear the case and render a fair decision. He was different and 
worthy of respect. Consequently, King Akaraja appointed him to hear cases in place of Prahmkamthala. 

When this happened, the Brahmin became angry and vengeful. This grudge against Chanthakuman gave rise 
to a ploy, when Prahmkamthala informed the King that, if His Highness wanted to be reborn in heaven, he 
must sacrifice four each of his sons, daughters, wives, elephants, white cows and horses, as well as four rich 
people. As King Akaraja believed all this, he told Prahmkamthala to make arrangements for the ceremonial 
sacrifices. Even as his royal parents implored him not to go through with this, King Akaraja would not listen. 
But when his sons and his nieces implored him, he almost had a change of heart - that is, until Prahmkamthala 
effected to incite the King further and so bolster the royal resolve to carry out the sacrifices. While suffering 
this ruthless maltreatment, Chanthakuman had to muster endurance by several means, even when he was 
captured and buried up to his chest in preparation to be a burnt offering. Queen Chantatewi, the wife of 
Chanthakuman, prayed to all the deities for help, and owing to the power of this prayer, Lord Indra manifested 
himself as a great giant carrying a steel rod. With balls of fire, the giant threatened King Akaraja, who was so 



frightened he cancelled the ceremony. Then the people of the city beat the Brahmin Prahmkamthala to death. 
When they were about to kill Akaraja as well, Chanthakuman begged them to spare the king's life. Hence, the 
people drove Akaraja from the city and invested Chanthakuman as the new king, and he ruled in fairness all 
his days. 

8) The tale called “Phramanarot” (Prahm-na-roht VU'HJJ'U'llfl) teaches the virtue of detachment or impartiality 

(ammnimS). 

King Angkatik of Mitela ruled that city by following the Dharma. This king had a daughter named 
Rujagumari who was moral and practiced almsgiving. The king provided treasure for the princess to make 
donations every 15 days. One day, an important counselor respectfully told King Angkatik to discuss the 
Dharma with Khunajiwaka, a newly ordained nude novice. After Khunajiwaka paid obeisance to the king, he 
declared there was no good or evil either in this world or the next, so one need not make merit or give alms, 
seeing that death ends existence. When others agreed with Khunajiwaka, King Angkatik began to believe all 
this himself. When he returned to the palace, he lived riotously and neglected the land. Of course, he also 
forsook giving alms. No matter how his respectful daughter pleaded, the king did not believe in almsgiving. 
For that reason, Rujagumari truthfully relied upon the deities to help her father remove himself from a life of 
excess and misapprehension of the Dharma. During that period, there was in the palace a high Brahmin 
named Phramanarata who transfonned into a monk and rose in the air to expound the Dharma to King 
Angkatik, so to overcome the king's misapprehension. No matter what he did thereafter, the king displayed 
impartiality and his decisions were wise and watchful. When he saw that something might be good or useful, 
that is what he did. Therefore, King Angkatik ruled justly in accord with the Dhanna, as he had done 
previously. 


9) The tale called “Withura” (Wih-tu-ra 151 also called “Withurapanthit” Wi-toon-ban-tit HITlTftlWI ) 
teaches the virtue of truth or right knowledge (fPDDiniJJ). 

Withura was a royal philosopher of King Thonyachaikorapya of Inthapat. Withura expounded the 
Dhanna to the King, and he was believable and widely known. One day, the king went out to observe moral 
precepts in the royal park. Lord Naga, Lord Garuda, and Lord Indra came to the park also, to meditate and to 
practice the Dhanna. The four of them wanted to know whose morality was most excellent. Withura paid 



respect to all four and declared that the morality of each was exceedingly superior. For that reason, Withura 
said, each should be content, and the four luminaries bestowed gifts upon him. When returned to the City of 
the Naga, Lord Naga mentioned the merit of Withura to his wife. The queen desired to hear the Dhanna, so 
she planned a ploy. She pretended to be ill, and coaxed her husband to bring thither the heart of Withura by 
saying that Lord Naga should be pleased to perfonn this task. Thus, she nearly died. Therefore, Lord Naga 
sent his daughter to announce that anyone who brought him the heart of Withura would be elevated to the 
position of royal consort. A giant named Punyaka volunteered. His strategy was to challenge King 
Thonyachaikorapya to play backgammon. The king gambled and lost, so Punyaka took possession of the 
person of Withura. Punyaka then tried to kill Withura in various ways, at many times in many places, but 
nothing the giant could do endangered him. In fact, Withura displayed the Dhanna to such a degree that the 
giant had a change of heart and released him. But Withura detennined to go to the City of the Naga, so the 
giant Punyaka led the way. When they met Lord Naga, Withura expounded the Dhanna to his queen, exactly 
as she had desired. After all, presentation of the Dhanna was the real heart of Withura. And when Withura 
returned to his own city, he taught the Dhanna to all the people, until age canied him away. 

10) The tale called “Vessandom” (Wet-sa-san-dohn ntTrLUTlI ) teaches the virtue of charity or almsgiving (HI 

minfl). 

Vessandom was the son of King Sanchai and Queen Phusadi of the city of Sirathburi. When he was 
still quite young, he gave alms and made donations widely. When he attained sixteen years of age, he 
proceeded to govern and took Mantari as his wife and queen. They had a son and a daughter named 
Chalikuman and Kanhakumari, respectively. In time, a bad drought brought min to the people of 
Kalingkarath. Even though the king of that city undertook religious observances for seven days, there was no 
effect. So, his royal counselors respectfully requested two virtuous elephants belonging to Vessandom 
because, should those elephants go anywhere, rain would fall lightly upon the entire region. Therefore, 
Vessandom donated these important elephants, sending them to the city of Kalingkarath. But this action made 
the people of Sirathburi angry and vengeful, so they made King Sanchai banish Vessadom from the city. As 
Vessandom and Mantari departed, they left behind a horse and carriage as a donation, so that they had to carry 
their children into the Himaphanta Forest, where they ordained. One day the Brahmin named Chuchok came 
in search of their son and daughter, to lead them off to be slaves. Vessandom made the donation. Lord Indra 



was concerned that a bad person would come seeking Mantari as well, so he transfonned into a mendicant and 
came himself, asking for Mantari. Vessandom was only too pleased to do the right thing and make the 
donation. As for old Chuchok, he led the children to Sirathburi, where King Sanchai redeemed them by 
paying a ransom. This included a large quantity of delicious food, which greedy Chuchok could not finish 
eating for reason that his stomach burst and he died. Then King Sanchai was pleased to organize a royal 
caravan to go collect Vessandom and Mantari, to return them to the city. There, Vessandom governed and 
continued to make donations for the rest of his days. 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 


As stated earlier, because of time and expense the complete 500 Lives were not painted after the Fourth 
Reign. Instead, emphasis was placed upon the last ten incarnations. But even these ten lives were reduced in 
time to one or two favorite Jataka, especially the tale of 'Vessadom' (sometimes called 'Mahachart'). As for 
Buddhist history, it was not popular to represent the encounter with Mara. More likely, the depiction might be 
the Lord Buddha's descent from the star known in Thai as Dao-Deung. This is the case at Monpuyak 
Monastery, where this story is the subject of the largest mural in the ordination hall and serves as backdrop to 
a large statue of the Buddha in Mandalay style. 

The descent from Dao-Deung and the 'Thosachart' (last ten incarnations) comprise a continuous frieze 
wrapping around the interior walls. Although continuous, the frieze is divided into sections, one for each 
subject or Jataka. About eight feet in height, the frieze stretches from perhaps 18 inches below the ceiling 
down to the tops of windows and doors. Because the painting of the descent is located behind the main statue, 
the paintings of the Ten Lives therefore flank and face the Buddha. 

If we look at the murals and the statue as a program, the Buddha has descended from Dao-Deung and 
is sitting in our midst. When one enters the main door of the ordination hall, the first sight is simultaneously 
the last and the first ('Vessandom' and 'Temii') of the final ten incarnations, in which all virtues were 
perfected. Hence, a person entering the ordination hall is immediately in the realm of virtue and a participant 
in the fonner lives of the Buddha. All the same, the program may not be quite this simple. 

Curiously, there is one unidentified subject inserted into the cycle, a mural between 'Mahosot' and 
'Puritat'. This subject may yet be identified, because there is a band of writing along the bottom edge of the 



painting. This writing appears to be Bunnese (or perhaps Tai Yai or even Lan Na Thai). However, carelessly 
brushed white paint, applied later to brighten the walls, obscures the band. This white oil paint was spread 
also above the frieze. Unfortunately, it ran down the murals, which were probably painted in vegetal 
pigments mixed in water with a binder of "ma-khwit" tree-gum (the elephant apple, Feronia elephantum). But 
whatever the exact technique, hardened splatters and rivulets of oil paint are stuck to the surface of murals that 
were executed in water-based colors. 

STYLE & SPECIAL FEATURES 


The murals remain unfinished. Consequently, in sections, they have an almost ghost-like appearance. 
Further, they provide an opportunity to study the working methods of painters from that period. 

According to David K. Wyatt, as a general practice "walls were prepared to take paint by washing 
them several times with a mixture including "khii-lek" leaves (genus Cassia), coated with a plaster in which 
tamarind leaves had been included" (Reading Thai Murals, p. 23). 

a ' 

dd o' 

Art historian Panupong Laohasom describes the basic techniques as follows: " m 3 1 YU1 fJ fT)J Tl I 1 I'Ll LI 
tldll ^ WSn^fllfPU imsUllljIffUTHlTnQOBUn" (126), which may be translated roughly to say that, in 
applying paint, both the "smooth-smooth with cutting of lines" method and the "running a gamut from young 
to old" method were used. 

It appears that a thin wash of light brown was first applied to the wall and allowed to dry. There is 
little or no evidence of wet-in-wet technique. Depending upon the section of the mural, succeeding layers of 
paint were applied either directly (more or less a la prima), or by coloring a design that had been carefully 
outlined; or, conversely, by first painting a shape and then outlining ("cutting") it. Consequently, some 
passages of the frieze have a brushy impasto, as in 'Nemiraja'. Other passages, as in parts of 'Vessandorn', are 
thinly painted and smooth. Still others are nearly transparent. In this way, "the gamut is run from young to 
old (light to heavy)." 

The murals at Monpuyak were painted in unusual colors for the period. Save for a reddish earth 
color, there are no reds at all. Yellow and ochre replace gold, which was used widely in paintings at other 
monasteries. Brown is used as the middle value, and there is an unusual use of orange and pale green, 
together with white, gray, and black. 



The Western influence is most clearly seen in 'Withura-Bantit' where, along with the traditional 45- 
degree perspective and bird's-eye view, the painters employed the methods of the Renaissance. There are 
many Western-style buildings in the painting, which these artists must have seen throughout Bunna during the 
colonial period. 

The lower left of the painting 'Suwansaam' has a traditional building rendered with Western 
perspective, while on the far right is a traditional building rendered as a bird's-eye view in 45 -degree 
perspective. 

In the middle of 'Vessandom' is a building based directly upon the palace in Mandalay, along with the 
houses of common people and buildings in the Western style. Laohasom places this mixture of Mandalay 
style and Western perspective as having been executed in the first half of the 25 th century BE, or the period 
1857-1907 CE. He states that the frieze in the 'brick vihama' (ordination hall) was painted about the same 
time the building itself was constructed, around 1897 CE. Hence, the murals at Monpuyak Monastery display 
artistic tendencies that would later become fashionable. Certainly the murals at Monpuyak Monastery are 
examples of the Bunnese handiwork that was appreciated and studied from around 1 907 CE onward, and 
became especially popular in the late 1920s to mid-1930s (see Laohasom, 120). 

Nearly all the figures are Burmese. From clothing in the mural, classes of society are visible: kings, 
lords, upper class, commoners - together with the social behavior of daily life. Still, there are anomalies. 

Consider the lower right half of the painting 'Mahachanok'. From the style of his long hair, one 
prostrate figure has been identified as Mon . This man is under attack from another man wielding a sword. 
This has little to do with the Jataka tale, unless the Mon is standing in for King Aridata-Chanok of the city of 
Mitela, who died in a war against King Anucha. At the same time, outside the city wall in the lower middle, 
there are mounted soldiers who appear to be dressed in 19 lh century uniforms, including pith helmets. And on 
the far right, although it is only blue on white, there is a flag that otherwise appears thoroughly British. As the 
mural is unfinished, perhaps the red had yet to be applied? Finally, in the lower middle, facing the viewer, is a 
prominent figure, carrying a musket, who looks every inch a Japanese soldier from the war with Russia. 



QUESTIONS 


Certain questions present themselves, when one considers the murals in the ordination hall along with 
the stone inscription. According to records, construction of the monastery probably commenced in 1897 CE. 
This was the year that pennission was granted, in early September, to establish the monastery (see Appendix 
F). Painting of the murals probably began two years later. After all, the ordination hall sits atop a massive 
raised foundation that must have been built before the ordination hall itself. Similarly, the hall must have 
been built before anyone adorned its walls. If so, the murals were begun around 1899, the same year that Lan 
Na (then called the northern precinct of 'Payap' that included Lampang), was annexed to the Kingdom of 
Siam. Later, the stone inscription will state that the monastery was erected (finished?) in either 1901 or 1904 
CE. 

Why were the murals left unfinished? To answer the question, this writer believes that the political 
situation of the time must be considered. The founder of Monpuyak Monastery was a Tai-Yai (Shan) from 
Nan-Por-Chi Village in Bunna. The artists who painted the murals were also from Bunna. Had these artists 
any relationship to the Shan who participated in the general uprising of 1902? That rebellion started in Phrae, 
moved to Lampang, then spread throughout the north. Among its sympathizers was local Tai-Yuan nobility. 
As a result, the central government in Krungthep raised an anny and, with the help of British forces, pacified 
the northern region over time. 

In the latter 19 th century Bunna (Myanmar) was under British rule, and the incursion of British 
commercial interests into what is now northern Thailand was a cause for concern to the government in 
Krungthep. (See Tanet Charoenmuang, 100 Years of Siamese-Lanna Relations, as to whether this explains the 
annexation of Lan Na into Siam.) 

Logging was central to British interests, and labor was provided in large part by the Tai-Yai who 
emigrated from Bunna. As foreigners in Lan Na, the Tai-Yai were subject to unequal taxation by the central 
government. In 1902 C.E., this situation led to the murder of the Krangthep-installed governor of Phrae 
Province and to the Shan Rebellion. This uprising struck a chord with the nobility of Lan Na who were 
displeased with the central government's refonns (in their eyes, usurpations). In regard to this matter, it is 
instructive to compare the remarks of historians. 



According to Hans Penth: "Elsewhere resistance to refonn [during the reign King Chulalongkom] 
was stronger, usually caused by loss of revenue because income was inspected by and shared in fonn of taxes 
by Bangkok. [...] In Lan Na... in 1902, was a short-lived and relatively mild uprising in Phrae, carried out by 
immigrated Shan who were helped by local nobles and their wealthy friends who chiefly resented the 
reduction in their income" (A Brief History of Lan Na, pp. 36-37). 

According to David K. Wyatt: "Several hundred Shans attacked government offices and forced 
Siamese officials to abandon Phrae; then they moved against Lampang. The rebels spared the local ruling 
elite and population, but killed Siamese. When the rising was suppressed, after about six weeks, an 
investigation into its causes revealed that the rebels had some support both from the local ruling elite who 
resented the Siamese seizure of their traditional prerogatives and from the local population who resented 
official abuses (like the collection of taxes in lieu of labor service while labor service was still required)" 1 
(See Thailand: A Short History, p. 214.) 

According to Tanet Charoenmuang: "This writer considers the year 1902 to be the end of an age; that 
is, the end of the period of conflict between Siam and Lan Na. This is owing to the anned struggle of many 
different groups and many different city-states in Lan Na. But each group was completely defeated, 
especially the rebels from Phrae, whose city lord fled to Luang Prabang. Not only did Siam unseat the city 
lord and remove all vestiges of the old nobility, all important positions were then filled by bureaucrats of the 
central government... Still, resistance to Siamese power remained" ("ffUllIQJ" p. 45). 

Siamese power was reasserted with help from the British not only in 1902, during the rebellion that 
began in Phrae, but also during an earlier uprising in Chiang Mai in 1889. (Likely, the British Government 
had an objective in assisting Siam both times, for reason that in 1887 the administration in Burma ordered an 
anny up to the southern Shan States that border Lan Na, to put down a rebellion of the Tai-Yai there.) Clearly 
then, construction of Monpuyak Monastery and the painting of its murals happened during a period of unrest 
throughout Lan Na, a period of resistance to the centralized power out of Krungthep. This resistance lasted 
from 1889 until 1902 CE (2432-2445 BE). General disaffection may have lasted longer still. 

Why were the murals left unfinished? The simplest explanation might be that the patron ran out of 
money. The granddaughter of the founder of Monpuyak Monastery states that Jong Nanta had to sell many 


1 While the labor service officially ended in 1905 and the corvee system in 1874, conscripted labor continued to some extent into the 1920s when, 
according to Chan-Suay Chaiwattana, the City Lord was seen riding through Lampang and pointing at those who were to work. See: Person, 
Chaiwong, and Gardner, Oral History Project # 1 (Lampang: Yonok College Lanna Center, 1992). 



elephants to pay for construction. But also it is possible that his project was affected, if not overtaken, by 
events. 

Kham Muang, the local language, appears on the stone, in the last two lines of Side Two. These lines 
have always appeared cramped to me, as if added later. The only certainty is that the central government in 
Krungthep prohibited writing Kham Muang in 1913 CE (2456 BE). 

All this is circumstantial. It is speculation. Nevertheless, it is interesting to note that Monpuyak 
Monastery was ordered to change its name to Monsanthan in the 1 920s CE. 

RESTORATION (& PENTIMENTI) 

4 July 2004, Sunday morning - 

It's finally happening. The murals are being restored at Monpuyak Monastery. Yesterday, after an 
absence of nearly two years, Janjira and I went to ask pennission of the abbot for me to take digital images of 
the paintings inside the ordination hall. The abbot could not be found, but a monk pointed toward the hall and 
told us that a team from Bangkok was working away... 

[The preceding paragraph was written in a letter to family and friends. Since writing it, I have been 
up on the scaffold inside the old ordination hall. Let me explain:] 

If memory serves, I began researching Monpuyak Monastery in 1999. One reason for writing about 
the monastery had been to gather data with which to seek funding for restoration. Years earlier, the monastery 
had been registered as an historical site. However, little happened afterwards (or so it seemed), and it was 
easy to think Monpuyak was forgotten. But, on 3 July, it was clear that I was wrong. Workers from Bangkok 
- this was news. After many years, the Department of Fine Art, whose budget is too small to accomplish the 
many tasks before it, had returned to the monastery and set to work. So, the monk said to go up and have a 
look inside the ordination hall (olllfff), often called "the brick vihama") where the murals reside. 

The hall sits atop a raised foundation surrounded by a wall blocking the view from below, so when I 
climbed the stairs there was a small surprise. For the first time in all my visits to the monastery, the doors and 
windows were open wide. Inside were three scaffolds supporting a team of women and men working on walls 
that are remarkably much cleaner. Grime, dust, and well-intentioned patches of white paint along old cracks 
have been removed, so that now the frieze around the room is clearly visible. 


Materials and tools used to accomplish this feat are plain water, a 5% solution of Paraloid, and 
tolluene in a ratio of 9/1, in conjunction with tissue paper, cotton swabs, brushes, surgical knives (for 
removing drips and splatters of white oil paint), and considerable patience. The project is scheduled to run 
from June to September 2004/2547. At the time of this writing (14 July), the team has been working over a 
month. 

Heading the project is Mr. Somsak Tangphan. Leading the team of restorers is Mr. Samark Tongsan. 
Perhaps in his mid-thirties, Samark has been doing this type of work over ten years. The members of the team 
include Mr. Wirachai Wirasuksawat , Ms. Saiphol Phirayakham, Mr. Boonleu Intraphut, Ms. Lamai Intraphut, 
Mr. Subaansan Sunanta, Ms. Kanokpom Dankham, and Mr. Phasom Narata. 

The team leader, Samark, is interested in what I have written to date. When we spoke together, he 
seemed surprised by some little-known history. Well, little-known history tends to be like that, but it is also 
possible that my data are dead wrong. Time will tell. In the meantime, it is a good thing that restoration is 
underway. In the estimation of experts, the paintings at Monpuyak Monastery are a unique national treasure. 
Perhaps soon, and once again, these murals will be known, appreciated, and studied. 

Something must be in the air. Only last week, I returned to work on the manuscript. In 1 999, the 
primary concern had been translation of the stone inscription. In 2001, 1 had begun a revision but was 
overtaken by events in my wife's family and had to put the revision aside. Lately, I have been writing short 
descriptions of the Jataka tales called 'Thotsachart'... and now the restoration is happening. How about that? 

James Gardner 
14 July 2004 





25 December 2014 


In these past ten years, many have taken an interest in Monpuyak Monastery. I understand that tour 
buses make the stop from time to time. More importantly, a different account of Monpuyak's history has been 
put forward by Mr. Pisit Kulprachakam ( VlftUJ fid lIlS'KIfnifl ) - an interpretation with which I agree. In 
Mr. Kulprachakam's view, there have been many founders of Monpuyak Monastery, some of whom followed 
Jong Nanta. Donors, patrons, and villagers have all contributed to the construction and maintenance of the 
monastery up to this present day. 

More particularly, I am currently inclined to believe that Jong Nanta's contribution to Monpuyak is 
limited to the raised platform-mound enclosed by the diamond wall. This raised ground supports the chedi 
(stupa) and the Ordination Hall in Portuguese style, where the murals may be found. Whether Jong Nanta, 
who worked elephants in the teak forests, also constructed the wooden viharna in Bunnese style is really 
anyone's guess. It appears certain, however, that Jong Nanta must have built upon an already existing site. By 
this I mean to say that he himself was a patron or benefactor of the monastery. And, finally, as is almost 
always the case, history depends upon whatever evidence is available to us. Given that, another interpretation 
may follow in the future. 


J.G. 
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Appendix A: Transliteration of the Stone Inscription 
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Appendix D: 
Summary of Burmese 
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SIDE I. Burmese Text 


Lines 1-4. 
Lines 5-8. 

Lines 9-10. 
Lines 11-12. 
Lines 13-14 
Lines 15-16 

Lines 17-19 
Lines 20-24 
Lines 25-33 
Lines 34-38 


Lines 39-40 


Invocation in Pali. 

Religious creed and convictions of Nanta, who strongly follows moral principles 
(Noble Eight-fold path). 

Nam Pa Chi Village, in the Shan States, is Nanta's birthplace. 

Nanda kine Tee (Nandar/Nanta’s name is mentioned) 

1233 (187 1 CE) In this year, at the age of 33, Nanta departs his home. 

After travelling around selling, he comes to a beautiful city, the prosperous 
Nakhon Lampang. 

Here, Nanta meets U Nandar Mar La, the monk who influences him. 

Nanta's desire and effort are described. 

Nanta's actions and project are described. 

(Nanta) the only worthy person under the sky, whose merit is worth the praise of 
others. On the holy highland or Hill of Giants 2 (i.e., Monpuyak) who became 
good when Buddha gave them the five moral precepts: not to kill; not to lie; not to 
imbibe alcohol; not to violate sexual code(s); not to steal. 

(In Thai.) As this writing 3 plainly states, I, Jong Nanta Kaeng, present and 
dedicate this offering in consideration of 4 Nibbana. 5 


SIDE II: Burmese Text 

Lines 1-10 (First Theme - building the temple.) 

Fix the location after receiving approval of the City Lord (of) Lakhon. 6 

On this peaceful high land, with much gladness and joy, (to) build a place for worship. 

Used billions of bricks, and the colors of gold and silver were bright; also red, yellow, and black 
(were present). 

After the Ban-Koak-Daw ceremony, the amazing and wonderful temple was neither threatened 
nor harmed by any enemy or thief. 

Invested money (together) for this meritorious act, (undertaken) to achieve heaven. 7 


2 Giants or "Yak" ( ). 

" That is, the foregoing Burmese text. 

4 Or, for the attainment of (Nibbana) 

5 That is, for the extinction of desire and release from the cycle of transitory rebirths. 

f ' Lakhon is one of several names tor Lampang (e.g., Khelang/Khelang Nakhon/ Nakhon, etc). 

7 That is, Nirvana or Nibbana ( UVIVITU ). 



Lines 11-13 (Second Theme: the year of accomplishment.) 

Finished (in) Han Calendar Year 1266, (during the month of) Wa Zou (?), near Wathan. 8 
Successfully finished at the beginning of eighth month. 


Lines 13-14 (Third Theme: Location.) 

Situated at the beginning or special location/direction of the prosperous town (Lampang), (where) 
start count the sun. (where the sun rises/East) 


Lines 14-23 (Fourth Theme: Why this work is being done.) 

(The following words are written as poetry:) 

This Mingala 9 is done by Nonda (Nanta) with deep respect and devotion. 

With much faith, shared by (my) lovely son and daughter, arising from the teaching of Buddha, 
and with generosity, we made this wonderful merit. Because of doing this merit, I (Nanta) shall 
avoid the 15,000 passions (evil desires) and reach heaven quickly. I wish that others, from King 
to animals 10 may also acquire the benefit of my meritorious deed and share equally in it. By the 
witness of the Earth, spirits, and humans, may (they) praise the good deed of my merit. 


Wa Zou is the fourth month of the Burmese calendar, and has 30 days. Wathan may mean either "spring," around the 4th 
month - i.e., April - or it may mean "rainy season," around the 8th month - i.e. July/ August. Because the inscription 
mentions Wa Sou, the lenten retreat during the rains, it is likely that Wathan refers to the eighth month. 

9 That is, this source of blessing or auspiciousness. 


10 


That is, "all living organisms. 
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These two titles, beautifully and profusely illustrated, are available in Thai only: 


Panupong Laohasom, Wall Paintings ofLan Na 
(Bangkok: Muang Boran Publishing, 1998) 

ISBN 974-7381-08-7 

“Paintings on Walls: Jataka Tales (The Lord’s Five Hundred Lives)” 
Department of Academics, Thai Ministry of Education 
(Bangkapi: Khurusapha Lard- Phrao Publishing, 1997) 

ISBN 974-268-5282 


A thoughtful general introduction, available in English: 

David K. Wyatt, Reading Thai Murals 
(Chiang Mai: Silkworm Books, 2004) 

ISBN 974-9575-47-4 



